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of other creditors. Government could not agree to give advances or remit dues from the public funds merely to make it easier for other creditors to realise their dues. The law rendered it possible for Government to avoid this blunder, while helping the people.
The revenue is the fust charge on the land: every other debt gives place to this; and " takavi" is collected so far like land revenue that it has a certain precedence. If the Government chose to do so, it could realise its revenue by selling up a defaulting Malguzar, no matter what the circumstances were that led to the default. Of course, Government would never sell up a man whose default was due to scarcity or famine, if he could be saved But it would not abstain from selling him up if by that act of clemency it could not save him, but merely leave the creditor to sell him up, and realise for himself the money which ought legally and rightfully to find its way into the public purse Therefore, the Government went to the creditors and said, "We will not help your debtors unless you also show them clemency, and place them in a position, after paying you what they reasonably can, to live in a fairly suitable way and carry on their agricultural work " The sensible or sympathetic creditor would have no desire to see his debtor sold up for the Government revenue that would be to kill the goose that laid for him the golden egg He would therefore naturally be willing to help the Government to set the debtor, rendered bankrupt by the scarcity, on his feet again. This was the basis of the great scheme of " debt conciliation " in the Central Provinces.
It was wonderful how it succeeded. At first a good deal of persuasion was required But as the operations spread and became well understood, " suspicion gave way to acquiescence, and acquiescence to an apprehension lest one should be left out of the scheme " Creditors petitioned for " conciliation " as well as debtors. It was fine to see an officer at work. We gave our best Indian officers to the scheme. Such an officer